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Astract – 6G, the next evolution in wireless networks, is driven 
by the demand for ultra-fast data speeds, low latency, massive 
device connections, and reliability. It aims to revolutionize 
communication with THz transmission, advanced antennas, AI, 
and quantum computing, offering terabit-per-second data 
transfer rates for data-intensive applications and immersive 
experiences. AI is vital in intelligent resource allocation and 
predictive analytics, while quantum computing ensures secure 
communications. 6G's potential impacts healthcare, 
transportation, manufacturing, and entertainment with 
advancements like remote surgery and intelligent factories. 
Challenges in spectrum availability, energy efficiency, and 
regulations must be addressed for successful implementation. 6G 
promises faster, more secure, and innovative communication 
across industries. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The sixth generation of wireless communication, known as 
6G, is poised to surpass the capabilities of its predecessor, 5G, 
and revolutionize mobile telecommunications. Designed to 
address the limitations of existing networks, 6G aims to 
provide even faster data rates, ultra-low latency, and greater 
network capacity. Its purpose is to unlock new possibilities 
and cater to various emerging applications [1]. Industries such 
as healthcare, transportation, manufacturing, and 
entertainment are expected to experience transformative 
advancements with the advent of 6G. 

While 5G primarily focuses on enhancing mobile services, 
6G goes beyond traditional communication to support 
immersive technologies like augmented reality (AR), virtual 
reality (VR), holographic communications, and massive 
deployments of the Internet of Things (IoT). By harnessing 
sophisticated technologies such as terahertz (THz) frequency 
bands, advanced antenna systems, machine learning, artificial 
intelligence (AI), and quantum communication, 6G aims to 
create a wireless ecosystem that enables near-instantaneous 
data transfer, seamless device connectivity, and ubiquitous 
access to information. 

Although 6G is still in its early stages of development, and 
specific standards are yet to be established, its potential is 
immense. The aspiration is to usher in an unprecedented 
connectivity era, foster innovation, and raise living standards 
worldwide. By meeting the ever-increasing demands of our 
interconnected world, 6G aims to redefine wireless 
communication and provide faster, more reliable, and 
intelligent connectivity that will shape the future of 
technology and human interaction. 

II. STATE OF ART AND THEIR ADVANCEMENT 

The evolution of wireless technology has seen remarkable 
progress, from the introduction of 1G in the 1980s to the 
cutting-edge 5G networks we have today [2].  
 
A. 1G (First Generation):  

Cellular communication took its initial steps with 1G 
networks in the 1980s. These analog networks had limited 
capacity and primarily supported essential voice calls. 
However, the quality of calls varied due to analog 
transmission technology. The key advancements and features 
of 1G are given below:  

- Introduction of analog cellular networks primarily 
focused on voice calls. 

- Limited signal quality and capacity. 
- Absence of data services. 

B. 2G (Second Generation):  
In the early 1990s, 2G networks revolutionized cellular 

communication by introducing digital technology. These 
networks offered improved audio quality, increased capacity, 
and added services like SMS text messaging. Digital 
technologies such as GSM and CDMA played vital roles in 
enabling 2G networks [3]. The key advancements and features 
of 2G are mentioned below:  
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 - Transition to digital cellular networks with improved 
voice quality and capacity. 
- Introduction of services like SMS text messaging. 
- Launch of data services with modest bandwidths. 
- Standards: Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) 

and Global System for Mobile Communications 
(GSM). 

C. 3G (Third Generation): 
The emergence of 3G networks in the early 2000s marked a 

significant milestone. These networks brought faster data 
transfer rates and enabled mobile internet access. They 
unlocked video chatting, mobile browsing, and multimedia 
messaging capabilities. UMTS and CDMA-2000 were widely 
adopted 3G technologies. The key advancements and features 
of 3G are below: 

- Faster data transfer rates enable mobile internet access. 
- Support for multimedia services, including mobile 

browsing and video calling. 
- Improved voice capacity and quality. 
- Standards: CDMA-2000 and Universal Mobile 

Telecommunications System (UMTS). 
 
D. 4G (Fourth Generation): 

In 2009, the arrival of 4G networks brought substantial 
advancements over 3G. With faster data speeds, increased 
capacity, and reduced latency, 4G networks allowed for high-
quality video streaming, online gaming, and faster internet 
browsing on mobile devices. LTE, including variations like 
LTE-Advanced and LTE-Advanced Pro, became the dominant 
4G technology [4]. Key advancements and features of 4G are 
given below:   

- Significantly faster data transmission speeds with 
reduced latency. 

- Enhanced capacity for smooth web browsing, video 
streaming, and online gaming. 

- Support for advanced multimedia services. 
- Introduction of Long-Term Evolution (LTE) as the 

primary standard, along with variations like LTE-
Advanced and LTE-Advanced Pro. 

 
E. 5G (Fifth Generation): 

5G networks, introduced in the late 2010s and continuing to 
expand globally, have revolutionized wireless communication. 
These networks offer ultra-high data transfer rates, ultra-low 
latency, and extensive device connectivity. They empower 
transformative applications such as video streaming, 
augmented reality, virtual reality, and autonomous vehicles. 
Cutting-edge technologies like network slicing, massive 
MIMO, and millimeter-wave frequencies contribute to 5G's 
enhanced performance. The key advancements and features of 
5G are given below:   

- Extremely high data transfer rates and low latency. 
- Widespread device connectivity enables the Internet of 

Things (IoT). 
- Assistance with mixed reality (MR), augmented reality 

(AR), and virtual reality (VR) applications. 
- Network segmentation for specialized services and 

efficient resource management. 

- Utilization of cutting-edge technologies such as 
massive MIMO and mmWave frequencies [5]. 

The evolution of wireless technology is shown in Fig. 1. 
Whereas the key parameters of 1G to 5G are provided in 
Table 1. 
 

III. CHALLENGES FACED AND LESSONS LEARNED 
FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OF PREVIOUS 

GENERATIONS  

The difficulties encountered and lessons learned throughout 
the development of previous wireless technology generations 
are discussed in detail. 

 
 

Fig.1. The evolution of wireless technology 
 
A. Infrastructure Deployment:       

Deployment of the necessary infrastructure, including cell 
towers and base stations, required significant time and 
investment.   

Lesson Learned: Effective planning and coordination 
among stakeholders, including governments, network 
operators, and equipment manufacturers, are essential for 
timely and efficient infrastructure deployment. 
 
B. Spectrum Allocation: 

Allocating the radio frequency spectrum, a limited resource, 
to accommodate expanding wireless networks and 
technologies posed challenges regarding availability and 
effective utilization. 

Lesson Learned: Efficient spectrum management, through 
mechanisms like spectrum auctions, sharing plans, and 
adaptable spectrum usage policies, is crucial to meet the 
growing demand for cellular services and ensure fair access to 
spectrum resources. 
 
C. Interoperability and Standards: 

Establishing and implementing interoperable standards for 
seamless communication between networks and devices 
proved challenging, especially in the early stages of wireless 
technology development. 
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TABLE 1 

VARIOUS SIGNIFICANT PARAMETERS OF 1G TO 5G 

 
Generation 

 
Year Introduced 

 
Data Transfer 

Rate 

 
Frequency 

Band 

 
Key Features 

1G 1980 Analog Voice 
Calls 

800 MHz First-generation mobile network for voice calls. 

2G 1991 Up to 384 
Kbps 

900/1800 
MHz 

Digital voice calls, SMS, and limited data 
services. 

3G 2001 Up to 2 Mbps 2.1 GHz Mobile internet access, video calling, and 
mobile apps. 

4G (LTE) 2009 Up to 1 Gbps 700 MHz-
2.6 GHz 

High-speed data, video streaming, and app 
ecosystem. 

5G 2019 Up to 10 Gbps mm 
Wave/Sub-6 

GHz 

High-speed, low-latency connectivity, IoT 
support. 

 
Lesson Learned: Collaboration among industry players and 

establishing standardization groups (e.g., 3GPP for mobile 
networks) are necessary to develop and implement 
interoperable standards, enabling seamless connectivity and 
fostering a competitive market. 
 
D. Security and Privacy: 

Challenge: As wireless networks expanded and transmitted 
increasingly sensitive data, ensuring security and privacy 
became paramount. 

Lesson Learned: Robust encryption techniques, reliable 
authentication systems, and ongoing security processes are 
essential to safeguard wireless networks and user data. 
Regular patching and updates are also critical for addressing 
new security concerns. 
 
E. Spectrum Efficiency and Capacity: 

Challenge: Meeting the growing demand for data-intensive 
applications and ensuring adequate spectrum efficiency and 
network capacity posed challenges for wireless networks. 

Lesson Learned: Technologies such as advanced 
modulation schemes, adaptive coding and modulation, and 
spectrum-sharing methods (e.g., cognitive radio) have been 
developed to enhance spectrum efficiency and increase 
network capacity. 
 
F. User Experience and Quality of Service: 

Challenge: Providing consistent and high-quality wireless 
services, including phone calls and data connections, across 
different locations and network conditions, faced difficulties 
related to coverage, signal strength, and network congestion. 

Lesson Learned: Continuous network optimization, 
monitoring, and investment in infrastructure are necessary to 
deliver a reliable and seamless user experience. Regular 
network performance and user feedback evaluations are 
crucial for enhancing service quality. 
 

 
G. Policy and Regulatory Frameworks: 

Challenge: Developing regulatory frameworks and policies 
that promote innovation, competition, investment, consumer 
protection, and ethical business practices proved challenging. 

Lesson Learned: Governments and regulatory bodies must 
strike a balance between managing spectrum, ensuring 
network neutrality, protecting consumer rights and privacy, 
and fostering innovation and competition. This involves 
engaging all relevant stakeholders and adapting rules to 
accommodate new technological advancements. 

These difficulties and lessons have shaped the growth of 
wireless technology, leading to advancements in 
infrastructure, 
spectrum management, security, capacity, and user 
experience. They continue to influence the development and 
deployment of  
cutting-edge wireless technologies, such as 5G and, later on, 
6G [6]. 

IV. VISION OF 6G ARCHITECTURE 

The goal of 6G mobile networks is to provide high-speed 
wireless connectivity, omnipresent intelligence, and 
processing capacity in the air, space, and oceans. To give 
network coverage worldwide, the idea is to integrate satellite 
and underwater communication networks [7], [8]. On 6G 
mobile networks, a super-fast service with data speeds up to 
1000 Mbps is required [9], [10]. Fig. 2 depicts a conceptual 
illustration of the 6G vision. To achieve worldwide coverage, 
6G wireless communication networks will first be merged into 
space-air-ground-sea networks. The coverage area of wireless 
communication networks will be significantly expanded via 
satellite, UAV, and maritime communication. All spectrums 
will be thoroughly investigated for a better data rate, including 
the sub-6 GHz, mmWave, THz, and optical frequency bands. 
AI and ML technologies will effectively be coupled with 6G 
wireless communication networks to provide comprehensive  
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TABLE 2 

SIGNIFICANT PARAMETERS OF 6G

S.NO. Category Enabler Challenges 
 
 

1. 

 
 

Architecture 

Large–scale LEO 
satellite constellation 

Integration with the terrestrial network and the expenses associated 
with launching. 

HAP Channel modeling, path planning, operational altitude, reliability, 
deployment, interference, and energy limit. 

UAV Real-time demand, security 
 
 

2. 

 
 

Networking 

NFV & SDN SDN controller placement, E2EQoS control, service heterogeneity, 
auto network management. 

RAN Slicing Architecture framework supporting multi-use case verticals. 
O-RAN Lack of technology convergence and standardization efforts. 
Security AI & ML deployment. 

 
3. 

 
Spectrum 

Mm Wave Low range, severe attenuation & blockage. 
THz 

OWC(include VLC) HW implementation, pointing errors, nonlinearity, noise, loss, 
dispersion. 

DSM Data processing & sensing. 
 
 

4. 

 
 

Air Interface 

Massive MIMO Extremely large aperture, 6D positioning, channel prediction, Intel 
environment aware adaptation, holographic MIMO, large-scale 

MIMO radar. 
CoMP Clustering, sync, backhaul, channel est. 

New modulation Wave design, out-of-band radiation, Specific D2D interface for 
cooperative decoding. 

 
 
 

5. 

 
 
 

Paradigm 

AI Security, real-time demand, computational complexity, 
communication overheads, unification, gain measuring, new 

distributed AI techniques, and new APIs. 
Blockchain Transaction privacy leakage, scalability, quantum computing, double 

spending. 
Digital twin Self-management, lack of models and methodologies, privacy and 

security, scalability. 
Edge intelligence Customized AI algorithms, task scheduling, and resource 

management. 
CoCoCo convergence In-loop, co-design methodologies & framework. 

 
applications for increasing network automation and 
management. To enhance the performance of next-generation 
networks (NGN), AI technology can also enable the dynamic 
orchestration of networking, caching, and computing 
resources. When creating it, the strong or endogenous network 
security for both the physical layer and network layer is the 
final but not the last trend. Industry verticals such as Cellular 
vehicle-to-everything (C-V2X), cloud virtual reality 
(VR),Internet of Things (IoT) industry automation, digital 
twin body area networks, energy-efficient wireless network 
control, and federated learning systems will be significantly 
considered, which boost the developments of 6G wireless 
communication networks. 

The 6G will enable new spectrum bands such as mmWave, 
THz, and visible light communication (VLC). Millimetre 
waves promise significantly higher data rates, up to terabits 
per second, and enable high-capacity, short-range wireless 
networks. Terahertz communication, which operates at even 
higher frequencies, has the potential to provide data rates in 
the hundreds of gigabits per second, paving the door for 
applications such as real-time holographic communication. 
Visible light communication, which uses visible light 

wavelengths, offers a high-speed wireless data transfer 
alternative, particularly in highly populated areas. These 
cutting-edge technologies are ready to power 6G, enabling a 
wide range of applications ranging from augmented and 
virtual reality to sophisticated IoT and AI integration. All the 
above three vital spectrums are compared in Table 3 based on 
different parameters. 

V. ANALYSIS OF CURRENT 6G TECHNOLOGIES 

The specific capabilities of current 6G technologies are still 
being researched and defined. However, the overarching goals 
of 6G include ultra-high data transfer rates, extremely low 
latency, widespread device connectivity, support for mixed- 
reality (MR), augmented reality (AR), and virtual reality 
(VR), as well as network segmentation for specialized 
services and effective resource management. 
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TABLE 3 

6G RELATED SPECTRUM COMPARISON BASED ON SEVERAL PARAMETERS FOR IMPLEMENTATIONS [13-18] 

S. No. Parameters Spectrum Observation 

 

1. 

 

Frequency 
Range 

 

mm Wave Frequency range of 30 GHz to 300 GHz. 

THz Communication Frequency range of 300 GHz to 3 THz. 

VLC Frequency range of 400 THz to 800 THz. 

 

 

2. 

 

 

Propagation 
Characteristics 

 

mm Wave Due to air absorption and reduced propagation range owing to higher 
frequency, additional base stations are required for network 
coverage. 

THz Communication Faces challenges with atmospheric absorption, requiring line-of-
sight communication or relay stations to overcome signal 
attenuation. 

VLC Utilizes controlled indoor environments, offering secure and 
interference-free communication. 

 

4. 

 

Data Rates 

mm Wave Potentially reaching multi-gigabit to terabit per second. 

THz Communication It can reach hundreds of gigabits per second or terabits per second. 

VLC Provides high data rates, typically in the range of multiple gigabits 
per second. 

 

 

5. 

 

 

Implementation 

Technique  

mm Wave Transceivers capable of operating at mmWave frequencies, 
including antenna arrays and beamforming techniques for directional 
communication. 

THz Communication Transceivers utilizing THz sources (e.g., quantum cascade lasers) 
and detectors (e.g., Schottky diodes) for signal generation and 
reception. 

VLC Utilized as light sources for VLC, modulated rapidly to transmit data 
by varying the light intensity. 

 

    6. 

 

Applications 

mm Wave Ideal for high-capacity and low-latency applications, including 
enhanced mobile broadband (eMBB) and some IoT use cases. 

THz Communication It is suited for ultra-high-speed wireless communication, real-time 
holographic communication, and high-definition video streaming. 

VLC Suitable for indoor positioning, high-capacity data transmission in 
well-lit areas, and integration with IoT in indoor environments. 

 
6G research is an evolving field, and industry collaborations, 
standardization efforts, and academic research endeavors 
continue to shape this technology's precise specifications and 
capabilities [11]. The ongoing research efforts will further 
refine the capabilities and potential applications of 6G 
technology [12]. Table 2 explains 6G key Technology 
Enablers with Challenges. 
 

Advanced transmission, networking, and computation 
technologies would be created and then used in the 6G system 
to effectively enable disruptive use cases and applications. 
This section gives a comprehensive overview of the potential 
6G technological enablers, which are divided into several 
groups: new spectrum, which includes mmWave, THz 
communications, VLC, OWC, and DSM, new networking, 
which provides softwarization and virtualization, RAN 

slicing, O-RAN, and post-quantum security; new air interface, 
which includes massive MIMO, IRS, CoMP, cell-free massive 
MIMO, and new modulation techniques; and unique 
architecture that combines a standard terrestrial network with 
a large-scale satellite constellation, HAP, and UAV to provide 
3D coverage. 

Networks are a new paradigm made possible by integrating 
AI, blockchain, digital twins, mobile networks, and the 
convergence of communication, computation, and storage 
resources. 

VI. SIGNIFICANCE AND POTENTIAL IMPACT OF 6G 
ON VARIOUS SECTORS 

Fig. 3 shows the potential impact of 6G technology on 
various industries, poised to be revolutionary and 



 
 
December 2023 Microwave Review 

67 

transformative. Several key sectors are expected to reap 
significant benefits from the advancements and capabilities 
offered by 6G [19]: 

 
 

Fig.2. 6G Vision   
A. Healthcare: 

6G has the potential to revolutionize healthcare by enabling 
high-resolution telemedicine consultations, remote robotic 
surgery, and real-time patient monitoring. With ultra-reliable 
and low-latency connectivity, 6G can enhance patient 
outcomes, improve access to healthcare services, and 
empower medical professionals to deliver prompt and 
effective care. 
 
B. Transportation: 

6G is set to reshape transportation infrastructure by 
facilitating highly efficient and safe autonomous vehicles. 
Through rapid communication with the surrounding 
environment, other vehicles, and pedestrians, 6G can enable 
real-time data sharing, enhancing traffic management, 
navigation, and overall transportation efficiency. Its blazing-
fast speeds and minimal latency will unlock new possibilities 
in connected and smart transportation systems. 
 
 

 
Fig.3. Significance and potential impact of 6G 

 
C. Industry and Manufacturing: 

6G technology can potentially elevate smart manufacturing 
and industrial automation. Real-time monitoring and 
management of equipment, robotics, and sensors can be 
achieved, enabling intelligent and efficient manufacturing 
processes. Collaborative robots, augmented reality-based 
maintenance and training, and seamless integration of IoT 
devices are among the capabilities that 6G can offer, boosting 
productivity and reducing downtime. 

D. Entertainment and Media: 
 With its ability to deliver immersive augmented reality 

(AR), virtual reality (VR), and holographic experiences, 6G is 
poised to revolutionize the entertainment industry. Its fast data 
speeds and minimal latency will facilitate high-definition and 
interactive content, transforming gaming, live events, 
streaming services, and content creation into genuinely 
immersive and captivating experiences. 
 
E. Education: 

6G technology can transform education by providing 
immersive and personalized learning experiences. Interactive 
simulations, virtual classrooms, and educational content based 
on augmented reality can be supported, allowing students to 
access information and materials from anywhere. This 
promotes international collaboration and equal educational 
opportunities for all.  
 
F. Smart Cities: 

6G's seamless connectivity and intelligent infrastructure 
capabilities can drive the development of smart cities. Real-
time data transmission across various systems, such as 
transportation, energy, healthcare, and public services, can be 
facilitated. This enables efficient resource management, 
environmental monitoring, urban planning, and an overall 
improvement in the quality of life for residents. 
 
G. Internet of Things (IoT): 

6G is expected to enhance IoT networks and device 
capabilities significantly. It can enable massive-scale IoT 
deployments, seamlessly connecting and communicating 
across billions of devices, fostering a highly interconnected 
and intelligent ecosystem. 

 
Fig.4. Various application aspects of 6G technology. 

 
Fig. 4 provides various aspects of this technology, 

including its potential applications and future advancements. 
It aims to contribute to the existing knowledge and 
understanding of 6G by providing insightful analysis and 
recommendations for its development and implementation in 
the future. 
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VII.  ONGOING RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS 

The development of 6G technology is still in its early 
stages, and continuous research and development efforts are 
being conducted to explore various aspects of this next-
generation wireless technology.  
 
A. Exploration of Higher Frequency Bands: 

Researchers are investigating the use of higher frequency 
bands, such as the terahertz (THz) spectrum [10], which offers 
the potential for significantly higher data speeds and capacity 
compared to current wireless technologies. Efforts are focused 
on developing effective transmission and reception 
technologies in the THz range. 
 
B. Ultra-Fast Data Transfer: 

6G aims to surpass the data transfer speeds of 5G. 
Researchers are exploring advanced modulation systems, 
waveform designs, and multiple access mechanisms to enable 
data speeds at the terabit per second (Tbps) level. This would 
facilitate massive data transfers, ultra-high-resolution 
streaming, and unprecedented speed and capacity in real-time 
applications. 
 
C. Intelligent and Autonomous Networks: 

The 6G standard is expected to support intelligent and 
autonomous networks. Artificial intelligence (AI) and 
machine learning (ML) techniques are being employed to 
enable self-organizing networks, intelligent resource 
allocation, and dynamic network optimization. These 
innovations aim to enhance networks' efficiency, reliability, 
and flexibility. 
 
D. Heterogeneous Networks and Integration: 

Research efforts explore integrating wireless technologies, 
including cellular networks, Wi-Fi, satellite communication, 
and other advanced wireless systems. The objective is to 
create a pervasive and seamless networking environment that 
supports many use cases and applications. 
 
E. Energy Efficiency and Sustainability: 

With increasing concerns about environmental impact, 6G 
research strongly emphasizes energy efficiency and 
sustainability. Researchers are investigating innovative 
network topologies, power management strategies, and 
energy-efficient communication protocols to reduce energy 
consumption and the carbon footprint of wireless networks. 
 
F. Massive Connectivity and the Internet of Things (IoT): 

6G aims to enable the integration of many devices, 
enhancing the Internet of Things (IoT) functionality. Research 
is focused on developing efficient connectivity options, 
including low-power and low-latency communication 
protocols, enhanced device-to-device communication, and 
network topologies to support large-scale device deployments 
and enable advanced IoT applications. 

 
 

VIII. LIMITATIONS OF 6G TECHNOLOGY 

A. Infrastructure Requirements:  
Deploying 6G networks will necessitate significant 

infrastructure modifications, such as installing new base 
stations and antennas [19],[20]. The construction of large-
scale infrastructure, particularly in remote or rural areas, can 
be time-consuming and costly. 
 
B. Spectrum Availability: 

Securing and allocating sufficient frequency spectrum for 
6G networks can be challenging as the demand for wireless 
communication increases. Identifying and giving the 
necessary spectrum bands for 6G may be difficult without 
interfering with existing services. 
 
C. Technological Challenges: 

Building 6G technology involves overcoming various 
technological hurdles. Implementing terahertz 
communications, advanced antenna technologies, and ultra-
high frequencies poses significant technical and design 
challenges. Identifying practical and cost-effective solutions 
for these technological obstacles may require considerable 
effort. 
 
D. Interference and Signal Propagation: 

Higher-frequency bands used in 6G networks, such as 
terahertz frequencies, can encounter interference and signal 
propagation issues. Due to shorter wavelengths and increased 
susceptibility to obstacles like foliage and buildings, these 
frequencies may exhibit poorer signal quality and coverage. 
 
E. Power Usage: 

The enhanced technology and higher data transmission 
rates in 6G networks may increase power consumption. 
Developing effective power management and energy-saving 
methods will be crucial to address this issue and ensure the 
long-term sustainability of 6G networks. 
 
F. Privacy and Security: 

 As 6G networks connect more devices and handle vast 
amounts of data, ensuring privacy and security becomes 
paramount. Incorporating robust measures for user data 
security, protection against hackers, and privacy 
considerations is essential during the development and 
implementation of 6G. 
 
G. Standardization and international cooperation:  

Ensuring compatibility between different 6G networks and 
technologies will be critical. Gaining consensus among 
various stakeholders, including governments, regulatory 
agencies, and industry leaders, can be challenging and time-
consuming. 

It's important to mention that Fig.5 shows the limitations of 
6G. These restrictions are based on the current understanding 
of 6G technology. With continued research and development, 
innovative solutions may arise to mitigate or overcome these 
challenges. While 6G is expected to bring about numerous 
advancements, it's essential to consider the potential 
restrictions and challenges.  
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Fig.5. Limitations of 6G 

IX. NEGATIVE ASPECTS OF 6G 

While 6G technology is still in the research and 
development stages, potential drawbacks may arise based on 
the expected trajectory of technological advancements [20]-
[23]. These drawbacks include: 
 
A. Cost: 

 The implementation and deployment of 6G networks may 
involve significant expenses. Upgrading infrastructure, 
acquiring new equipment, and maintaining the enhanced 
capabilities of 6G networks can increase network operators' 
costs. This, in turn, may result in potential price increases for 
end users. 
 
B. Accessibility and Inequality: 

Equitable access to 6G networks may pose challenges, 
particularly in rural and underprivileged areas. The 
infrastructure requirements for 6G networks may make it 
difficult for these areas to receive reliable, high-speed 6G 
connectivity. This could exacerbate existing disparities and 
contribute to the digital divide. 
 
C. Device Compatibility:  

To fully utilize the capabilities of 6G technology, users may 
need to upgrade their current devices. Incompatibility between 
existing devices and 6G networks may require users to invest 
in new machines to access the expanded functionality of 6G. 

 
D. Health Concerns:  

As with any new wireless technology, there may be 
concerns regarding the potential health impacts of 6G 
networks. Although extensive research is typically conducted 
to ensure safety, some individuals may still harbor concerns 
about prolonged exposure to higher frequencies and the novel 
aspects of 6G technology. 
 
 

E. Privacy and Security Issues:  
The increased connectivity and higher data transmission 
speeds of 6G networks may amplify privacy and security 
concerns. The wider attack surface, larger data volumes, and 
growing reliance on networked devices in 6G networks may 
make them more susceptible to cybersecurity risks, 
surveillance, and unauthorized access to personal information. 
 
F. Environmental Impact:  

The development and deployment of 6G networks may 
have environmental implications if sustainability measures are 
not addressed. The expansion of infrastructure, manufacturing 
of new equipment, and increased energy consumption could 
contribute to carbon emissions, electronic waste, and other 
ecological challenges. 

These potential drawbacks must be speculative and based 
on the current understanding of 6G technology. As research 
advances and technology evolves, opportunities exist to 
address and mitigate these challenges through innovative 
solutions and responsible development practices. 

X. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the journey toward 6G represents an exciting 
frontier in wireless communication. It has the potential to 
revolutionize connectivity, disrupt industries, and empower 
the future digital society. This overview provides insights into 
the fundamental drivers and technologies that will shape the 
future of 6G, leading to a highly connected, intelligent, and 
immersive world.  
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